For Releasé Friday
December 4, 1942 U. S« DEPARTMENT OF LABOR R=1914
WAGE AIID HOUR AWD FUBLIC CONTRACTS DIVISIONS
16' West 46th Strest
New Yorl, Hew York

BAN ON INDUSTRIAL HOMZVORK IN wOMEN'S APPARFL IKDUSTRY
TO BE EF :OnuED

Potitions from two trade associations and one manufacturer in the women's
apparel industry, requesting that a United States Derartment of Laber order limite
ing industrial homework in the industry bé made ineffective until afler the war,
have been rejected by L. Metcalfe Wallins, Administrator of the Waze and Hour and
Public Contracts Divisions of the Labor Pepartment

Under ths order, which became effestive Leceuber 1, 1942, only a limited nun-
ber of homeworkers may be employed at 40 cents an hour w1tn tine and one=half for
overtime, in the Wwomen's apperel industry. The order was issued by administrator
Valling on dJuly 8, 1942 with the effective date sot os December 1 in an effort to
afford sufficient tWﬂe for the industry to adjust itself to the limitations of the
ordere.

As it now stands, industrial homeworkers in the industry can be emv10\od only
if they come within four definitions and providing they are given working certife
icates, which are issued by the Kegioral officcs of the Divicion The only persons

-

to which certificates will be issued are:” Workers who werc eq*"ged in industrial

.,u

Jhomework in the industry prior to March &, 1942; or workers who arc or will bc en-

gaged in such homework under the suporvision of a State Vocaticnal Hehabilitation
Agency or a sheltered workshop; and who are unatle to a"JUSw te fuctory vork SR
cause of age or physical disability; or are unable to leave home beeause the
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worker's ‘presencce is rcquired to ocare for an invalid in uh3 home s

The petitioners werec:

National Women's Neckwear & Scarf Asscoelation, 570 7th Avcnue, Wew York Citjre

Association of Adjustable Shoulder Strap Manufacturers, 12 East 3lst Strect,
lNew York City ' ’

Better Infants' Wear, North iicdina OStrecet, San Antonio, Texas.

The gencral contention of the pstitioners was that there was and is a scarcity
of labor, that OPA price cellings nruhlow any increase in labor costs:and that
the limiting of tho use of homeworlkers would prevent the petitioners [iom eontine
uing in businesss Several conferences were held with lerle Do Vincent, Director
of the Exemptions Branch of the Wage and Hour and Public Contracts Divisions.
Among others who objected to the petitioners' pleas was the Internations
Garment Workers Union.

Administrator Walling then ruled that there was no basis for postponing th
effective date of the order.
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