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WAGE AIID HOUR AIiD PUBLIC COIlTIiAGTS LIYI3I0IIS 
165 West 46th S t r e e t 

/• - . lifeiv York, Ilev;- York 
- ;,'-, - ' i i i_{.^ -''-,;• 

: / • ' - ;• BAH ON IMKJSTRIAI, liOMÊ TQixS IK ."mEK«S APPAREI, INDUSTRY 
•• . , - •, TO BL EllFQI'iCED , 

P e t i t i o n s fi-om tivo t r a d e a s s o c i a t i o n s and one manufacburer in the v/omen'•s 
appare l i n d u s t r y , request in," thiat a United St ' i tcs Eepartj.ierit of Labor order l i m i t 
ing i n d u s t r i a l homevork in the i n d u s t r y be made i n e f f e c t i v e u n t i l a f t e r the v/ar, 
have been r e j e c t e d by L« Metoaife Pfallin,' ' , Adminis t ra tc r of t i e V/a-re and Hour and 
Publ ic Cont rac ts Divis ions of the Labor Depar tnen t . ^ 

- • " • > ' - ' : " ' - ^ - : 

Under the o rde r , which became e f f e c t i v e Lecember 1 , 19<L2, only a l u a i t e d num.
ber of hor.eworkcrs miay be eiployed a t 40 conts an ho'.u" T/ith time and on(!-half for 
overtLme, in the -y/omen's apparel i n d u s t r y . The order v/as issued by Ad.minictr.ator 
Vvalling on Jul; / 8, 1942 v/ith the e f f e c t i v e date s o t as Deccmbor 1 i n an e f f o r t t o 
afford s u f f i c i e n t t ime for the ind i i s t ry t c a d j u s t i t s e l f t o the l i m i t a t i o n s of -bhe 
o r d e r . 

Ac i t now s t a n d s , industr ia .1 hcmev/orkors in the i n d u s t r y can be em.ployed only 
i f they come v/ibhin four d e f i n i t i o n s and p rov id ing they a r e given v/orking c e r t i f y 
i c a t e s , v/hich a re issued by the Regional o f f i c e s of the L i v i s i o n . The only persons 
to -which c e r t i f i c a t e s v / i l l be issued a r c : ' T-^orkers who v/ore en.gaged in i n d u s t r i a l 

^homrv.-ork in the indus t ry p r i o r t o Harch tl, 1342; or v/or]:ers ivh.o a rc or v; i l l bo en
gaged in such hom.ev/ork under the supe rv i s i on of a S ta te Vocat ional R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
Agency or a s h e l t e r e d v.-orksh-opj ai-̂ rt v/ho a r e unable to ad jus t t c f a c t o r y ivork be 
cause cf age or phys ica l di;. 'P.bilityj or a re unable to loavo liomo because the 
v/orker 's 'presence i s requi red be ca re fo.^ an i n v a l i d in 'bhe home* 

The p e t i t i o n e r s wore: -̂'1.' 

National 1't'o.men's Neckivear & Scarf Ass.'vCiatiOi., 570 "th'Avcnue, New York City. 
Associatio-i of Adjustable Shoulder Strap Manufacturers, 12 East 31st Street, 

New York City ' 
Bettor Infants' Yfear, Horth l.'edL'La Street, San Antonio, Texas, 

The'generul contention' of the petitioners v.-as that there v.-as and ie a scarcity 
of labor, that OPA price ceilings prohibit any increase in labor costs -and thiat 
the limiting of the use of hcmewor.i-:crs v/ould prevent tho petitioners from, continr 
uing in business. Several conferences v/ere held v.dth Merle L, \ancent. Director 
of 'tho Exemptions Branch of the Wage and Ho-..ir and Publi.:; Contracts Di'visions. 
Am.ong others v/ho objected to the petitioners' pleas vvas the International Ladies 
Garment V/orkors Union. , , - ,-, , . 

Administrator aJalling then ruled that there v/as no basis for postponing tho 
effective date of the order. • ; ,' 

-•; -' • - \ • "• 
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